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HISTORY 


The concept of a Blue Line Extension to 
Lynn was initiated in 1970 when the then 
Governor of Massachusetts declared a 
moratorium on the I-95 Highway Project. 
The termination of this highway project 
re-directed State highway funds and 
commitments toward mass transit 
projects. The Boston Transportation 
Planning Review (BTPR) was established 
to conduct a comprehensive, integrated 
study of the Boston area’s transportation 
needs. Based on the BTPR’s recommenda- 
tions, the funds set aside under the Inter- 
state Highway Fund were allocated for 
three major regional transit extensions: 
1. the Red. Line to the Northwest; 2. the 
Orange Line through the Southwest Cor- 
ridor; 3. the Blue Line to the North Shore 
from Revere to Lynn. Each of these 
extensions has reached a different stage of 
development. The Red Line and Orange 
Line are under construction and the Blue 
Line is completing its environmental 
assessment and awaiting Federal approvals. 


In evaluating the North Shore’s transit 








needs, the BTPR noted that the Region 
was faced with congested arterial streets 
toward Boston, deteriorating commuter 
rail service, and the absence of any effec- 
tive public transit option for Boston- 
bound trips for much of the region. Con- 
struction of a major new highway to 
alleviate congestion was found to pose 
excessive environmental and social costs 
without offering a public transit option, 
which was a particular concern to the 
North Shore’s lower income residents. 
From the project’s inception, the MBTA 
maintained an active community parti- 
cipation program which succeeded in 
involving local officials, businessmen, and 
residents in every major decision. Twenty- 
six Cities and towns were represented in a 
region-wide Advisory Working Committee 
which operated through five sub-area 
committees. The project newsletter has a 
circulation of 2000 and is, supplemented 
by regular news releases to thirty-three 
newspapers and radio stations. Combined 
attendance at the three public hearings 
held fast spring topped 950, the vast 
majority of whom strongly favored 
extension of the Blue Line. 
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4.5 Mile Blue Line Extension. 





ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION 





The Blue Line Extension will bring sub- 
stantial economic benefits to the older, 
densely populated portions of the North 
Shore located between Lynn and Boston. 
As documented in the DEIS and earlier 
feasibility study, the area's ability to at- 
tract new investment will be significantly 
enhanced. The chief beneficiaries will be 
the downtown and industrial areas of 
Lynn and West Lynn. 


Like most major commercial and indus- 
trial centers of the Northeast, Lynn passed 
through a cycle of intensive growth from 
1880 through 1950, followed by a rapid 
decline due to a shift in economic activity 
to the suburbs. This movement was di- 
rectly caused by the availability of inex- 
pensive suburban land and Federal in- 
vestment in a suburban oriented highway 
system. The effort to link urban revitali- 
zation to new transit access in Lynn 
represents a strong opportunity to im- 
plement the President’s 1978 National 
Urban Policy Report. 


When the I-95 highway construction pro- 
ject was halted in the Boston region, the 
focus for economic activity turned toward 
coordination and preparation for a much 
hoped for extension of the Blue Line into 
downtown Lynn. The range of imple- 





Section through Proposed Lynn Central 
Square Intermodal Station and parking. 


mented and planned development pro- 
jects since that time has reflected this 
focus. The proposed Extension of the 
Blue Line has served to stabilize existing 
investments as well as enhance the 
viability of future development proposals. 


In its evaluation of the Blue Line Exten- 
sion, the DEIS conservatively estimated 
thar a new rapid transit station at Central 
Square would result in $60 million of 
private investment in Lynn over and 
above what Lynn might realize as a share 
of projected regional growth. Evidence of 
this investment is already apparent; hotel 
and retail developers have indicated 
strong interest in investing in Lynn’s 
Central Square and waterfront areas to 
take advantage of accessibility to the Blue 
Line. In recent years, Lynn’s ability to 
compete for its share of regional growth 
has been severely hampered by the lack of 
regional access; after cancellation of I-95 
several industrial facilities originally 
planned for Lynn were built in suburban 
locations with better regional access. 


Lynn has already displayed its capability 
to capitalize on the Blue Line extension to 
a far greater degree than the DEIS 
estimates through a carefully coordinated 
program of complementary strategic pub- 





Section through Proposed West Lynn Intermodal Station and parking. 





lic investments. To date, over $180 mil- 
lion of public and private investment is in 
process, all to some degree related to 
expectation of the Blue Line Extension or 
dependent on its construction. 


For example, the Extension would sig- 
nificantly improve condominium and 
market rate rental housing units to be 
developed in conjunction with the City’s 
recent UDAG and Urban Heritage Park 
grants. The industrial footwear collabor- 
ative, financed under a recent EDA grant, 
was planned with the expectation that the 
Blue Line would help attract industrial 
users and necessary labor. Direct access to 
the Blue Line has been a major factor in 
the decision to locate the $26 million 
North Shore Community College 
Extension in Lynn. Construction of the 
proposed $70 million Marine Industrial 
Park is at least partially dependent on a 
new West Lynn Blue Line station to 
provide needed access for skilled labor 
coming from Boston and the South Shore. 
Successful revitalization of the historic 
Sagamore Hill residential neighborhood, 
containing 2,000 housing units in varying 
states of repair, is considered to be 
contingent on location of a new Blue Line 
station at nearby Central Square. 
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West Lynn Station site. 














PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
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ONE SINE RaR ROS, 
- Downtown Boston. 


The Blue Line Extension to Lynn is a four- 
and-one-half mile double tracked rapid 
transit extension from the existing 
terminus at Wonderland station, Revere, 
to a new terminus at Lynn Central Square. 
Intermodal stations and parking are 
planned for West Lynn and Lynn Central 
Square. 


With a current population over 600,000, 
almost one-fifth of the Boston Metropoli- 
tan Area total, the North Shore incorpo- 
rates a wide range of communities in- 
cluding older cities, inner older suburbs of 
Boston, historical coastal towns, newer 
suburban areas, and rural areas. The most 
densely populated areas are those 
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Blue Line Extension. 
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Logan Airport. 


extending from Boston north to Lynn, 


The region varies greatly in affluence, 
economic activity and character. This 
variation is characterized by a still 
substantial but declining commercial and 
industrial base combined with older 
housing centered in Lynn and other dense 
areas nearer Boston; shopping centers and 
sprawling suburban residential 
development in parts of Peabody, 
Topsfield, Swampscott, and other areas 
along Route 128; agriculture, large 
estates, and historic village centers in 
Essex, Hamilton, and Wenham; and 
tourist and recreational development ex- 
tending along the entire coast and focus- 





ing on Newburyport, Salem, and Revere. 


The areas through which the Extension 
will pass include a portion of the Saugus 
Marsh in Revere, older distressed neigh- 
borhoods in Lynn, and finally Lynn Cen- 
tral Square — the heart of that city’s 
downtown and the traditional commer- 
cial center of the North Shore. 


Most of the Blue Line ROW will coincide, 
with the existing commuter rail ROW, 
After leaving Wonderland Station, the 
extension remains at ground level for 700 
feet. The tracks then start on a down 
grade passing under Revere Street; it con- 
tinues depressed for 4,800 feet to gain 




















General Electric River Works. 


clearance under North Shore Road, 
Routes 1A, Bridge Street and surface 
drainage facilities. Since this area has a 
high water table, a combination of tunnel 
and “U” shaped concrete (boat) section 
will be used. Continuing in the tidal 
marsh, the boat section curves to the 
north and a few hundred feet south of 
Oak Island merges into the existing com- 
muter rail right-of-way. Just south of the 
merger point, the commuter rail tracks 
will start to shift to the west some 60 feet 
to accommodate the rapid transit tracks. 
After the merger point the MBTA track 
stays depressed until rising to embank- 
ment level 300 feet north of Oak Island. 
From the merger point to the termination 








Existing Lynn Central Square. 


in Lynn (3.8 miles) the extension will 
utilize the existing commuter rail right-of- 
way. 


The present railroad right-of-way will 
increase in width by 35 feet to the west 
(no takings on the east) in passing through 
Oak Island; the total right-of-way width 
will be approximately 120 feet. Commu- 
ter rail and freight traffic will use the new 
west tracks, and rapid transit will operate 
on the existing east track alignment. A 
major new bridge will be required to cross 
the Saugus River. 


To maximize passenger comfort and min- 
imize noise of operation, the track will be 





Proposed Central an Station. 


continuously welded rail supported on 
either wood or concrete ties. When the 
commuter rail trackage is relocated, that 
rail will also be continuously welded. 
Gauntlet tracks will be provided on the 
northbound commuter rail track at 
station platforms to permit oversized 
freight loads both northbound and south- 
bound passage. 


The traction power system will require 
catenary supports and feeder cables, way- 
side signals will be used, and power sub- 
stations will be built at Lagan Center and 
an intermediate point in the Saugus 
Marsh. The new substation at Wonder- 
land will be expanded. 











TRANSPORTATION BENEFITS 


Presently, the only public transit connec- 
tions from Lynn to Boston are by bus and 
commuter rail. The present ridership on 
these two modes is very low due to poor 
transit facilities available in Downtown 
Lynn, a complicated fare structure, infre- 
quent service, and inadequate connec- 
tions to important transfer points within 
the City of Boston. In actuality, only 100 
people per day use commuter rail from 
Lynn to Boston and approximately 1,500 
people from the entire North Shore com- 
mute daily by bus via Lynn to Boston. 
Highway alternatives are poor; travel time 
to Boston via the most direct highway 
route is more than twice the projected 
Blue Line travel time, during off-peak 
hour driving conditions. 


There are no parking facilities currently 
available for users of either bus or com- 
muter rail. Therefore, Lynn transit users 
as well as neighboring users from’ Nahant, 
Swampscott, Marblehead, and Lynnfield 
must travel approximately five miles to the 
Wonderland Station (Blue Line) in 
Revere. Furthermore, existing shelters 
and platforms are in deplorable condition 
and security is poor. 


Inherent in most trips by commuter rail or 
bus via Lynn to Boston is additional cost 
and considerable time involved in 





—Old Blue Line car. 
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transferring to the rapid transit system. 


The Blue Line Extension would provide 
adequate parking availability (maximum 
of 2,000 spaces), lower fares (.50¢-per 
trip to Boston), 5 to 10 minute head ways 
for peak and off peak use, and direct 
access to important downtown destina- 
tions such as State Street, Boston’s retail 
and financial centers, nationally famous 
Quincy Market, the State House, and 
Government Center, as well as provide 
direct access to Logan Airport. 


The Blue Line to Lynn is estimated to 
attract 9,000 to 10,000 riders per day to 
Boston from Lynn and its surrounding 
communities. It should be noted that these 
ridership figures were projected before 
both the recent energy crisis and 
introduction of new equipment which 
together stimulated a significant increase 
in ridership on the existing Blue Line. 


Lynn and its neighboring communities 
contain a large concentration of transit- 
dependents — most typically handi- 
capped, elderly, and poor — and through 
the direct connection of the Blue Line 
Transit Extension to Downtown Boston, 
would have improved access to medical 
services, employment, and _ entertain- 
ment facilities. 


NEEDED FEDERAL ACTIONS 


Upon completing the Alternative Analy- 
sis/Draft Environmental Impact Study as 
well as submitting two separate Preferred 
Alternative Reports, the MBTA and the 
State Administration have determined 
that, as the first step in a comprehensive 
transportation package of improvements 
designed to integrate the entire transpor- 
tation network of the North Shore, the 
Commonwealth should move immedi- 
ately to begin implementation of the Blue 
Line Extension to Lynn. This step is 
particularly important to support the 
economic revitalization efforts now un- 
derway to reclaim Lynn’s downtown. 
Important next steps are: 


1, Authorization to complete a Final 
North Shore Transit Improvement 
Project E.1.S. 


2. Immediate allocation of $3 million to 
the MBTA (in Section 3 monies) in 
order to initiate preliminary engi- 
neering of the Blue Line Extension. 
Preliminary Engineering would pro- 
vide detailed soils analysis of the 
marshland area of concern, 4% miles 
7of detailed topographic surveys, a 
flood control program within the 
depressed section, examination of a 
trestle vs. embankment from Oak 
Island to the Pines River Bridge, 
resolution of Oak Island neighbor- 
hood concerns over the Blue Line 
Alignment, actual design of the Lynn 
Central Square and West Lynn Sta- 
tion/Garage Complexes, preliminary 
design of Joint Development oppor- 
tunities associated with the exten- 
sion, refinement of access around the 
Station/Garage Areas. 


By completing preliminary engineering 
and Final Impact Statement, UMTA and 
the MBTA will have fulfilled the Envir- 
onmental Regulatory Process and ob- 
tained sufficient data to determine con- 
struction justification. 





New, quieter and more comfortable, Blue Line car. 




















FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS 


The Massachusetts Legislature has 
evidenced its support ‘for the Blue Line 
extension with the following enactments: 


I. 


Ill. 


Chapter 1075 of the Acts of 1971 
Pines River Transit Extension and 
Blue Line Extension 

$13 million 


Chapter 859 of the Acts of 1975 
For projects including the Blue 
Line Extension 

$75 million 


Chapter 356 of the Acts of 1977 
Extension of Blue Line to Lynn 
$20.7 million 


IV. 


Chapter 480 of the Acts of 1979 
For projects including the Blue 
Line Extension 

$75 million 





Lynn Public Hearing 
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